BOSWELL'S LIFE OF JOHNSON

comfort him. That gentleman's house, at Islington, of which
he is Vicar, afforded Johnson, occasionally and easily, an
agreeable change of place and fresh air; and he attended also
upon him in town in the discharge of the sacred offices of
his profession.

Mr Strahan has given me the agreeable assurance, that,
after being in much agitation, Johnson became quite com-
posed, and continued so till his death*

Dr Brocklesby, who will not be suspected of fanaticism,
obliged me with the following accounts: -

Tor some time before his death, all his fears were calmed
and absorbed by the prevalence of his faith, and his trust in
the merits and propitiation of JESUS CHRIST.

'He talked often to me about the necessity of faith in the
sacrifice of Jesus, as necessary, beyond all good works what-
ever, for the salvation of mankind.'

Johnson having thus in his mind the true Christian
scheme, at once rational and consolatory, uniting justice and
mercy in the DIVINITY, with the improvement of human
nature, previous to his receiving the Holy Sacrament in his
apartment, composed and fervently uttered this prayer: -

'Almighty and most merciful Father, I am now, as to
human eyes, it seems, about to commemorate, for the last
time, the death of thy Son JESUS CHRIST, our Saviour
and Redeemer. Grant, O LORD, that my whole hope and
confidence may be in his merits, and thy mercy; enforce and
accept my imperfect repentance; make this commemoration
available to the confirmation of my faith, the establishment
of my hope, and the enlargement of my charity; and make
the death of thy Son JESUS CHRIST effectual to my re-
demption. Have mercy upon me, and pardon the multitude
of my offences. Bless my friends; have mercy upon all men.
Support me, by thy Holy Spirit, in the days of weakness,
and at the hour of death; and receive me, at my death, to
everlasting happiness, for the sake of JESUS -CHRIST.
Amen.5
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